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West Virginia Department of Education  Office of Special Programs  July 2010 

 

Part VII 

 

Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance 

 

Narrative Description of Present Levels:   
 

The IEP Team identifies and develops statements of present levels of academic achievement and 

functional performance, including progress on annual goals and/or objectives.  Present levels 

describe the student’s relevant academic, behavioral, developmental, or functional needs.  

Statements of present levels of academic achievement and functional performance must document: 

1. How a school-age student’s disability or giftedness affects his or her involvement and 

progress in the general education curriculum, i.e., the same curriculum used by students 

without disabilities [West Virginia Content Standards and Objectives (CSOs)]; or 

2. How a preschool student’s disability affects his or her involvement and progress in the West 

Virginia Early Learning Standards Framework and how the disability affects the student’s 

participation in appropriate activities. 

 

Although the content of present levels of academic achievement and functional performance 

statements is different for each student, each statement must: 

1. Be written in objective, measurable terms and easy-to-understand non-technical language; 

2. Establish a basis for the other components of the IEP, including annual goals, and, if 

applicable, benchmarks/objectives and special education services for students who participate 

in the West Virginia Alternate Performance Task Assessment (APTA); 

3. Provide a starting point for goal development; and  

4. Articulate any gaps that may exist between the student’s grade level expectations (CSOs) and 

his or her demonstrated performance. 

 

Note: 1.) It is recommended the first statement describe the purpose of the meeting.   

        2.) Present levels justifies any removal from the general education environment or activities. 
 

Transition:  For students with disabilities beginning with the first IEP to be effective at age 16, 

present levels must include information from age-appropriate transition assessments related to 

training, education, employment and, where appropriate, independent living skills in relation to their 

post-secondary goals.  Present levels must address transition services (including courses of study) 

needed to assist the student in reaching those goals as well as transition needs in the areas of 

instruction, employment and other post-school adult living, community experiences, related services 

and, when appropriate, acquisition of daily living skills and functional vocational evaluation.  

Present levels must take into consideration the student’s strengths, preferences and interests. 
 

Gifted:  For students who meet criteria for gifted, including exceptional gifted students, present 

levels describe the impact of the student’s giftedness on the student’s educational performance in the 

four core curricular areas of the WV CSOs:  1) English/Language Arts; 2) Mathematics; 3) Social 

Studies; and 4) Science, as appropriate based on assessment. 
 

Note: When using the WVDE Online IEP, guidance prompts are available to assist the user. 
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